Celiac disease presenting as acute colonic pseudo-obstruction.
Acute colonic pseudo-obstruction rarely presents in children. Upon diagnosis, initiating conservative management and identification of an underlying etiology is mandatory. We describe the case of an 8-year-old girl who presented with signs of acute abdominal distention with no evident etiology. The diagnosis of celiac disease was suspected and confirmed by intestinal biopsy. Based on this case and other reported cases in the literature, we discuss this unusual mode of presentation of celiac disease, the underlying etiology and suggest management options to avoid unnecessary aggressive interventions.